[image: ]

School Group Visit Guide
Savannah, Georgia
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[bookmark: Welcome]Welcome
Dear Teachers and Group Leaders,
Welcome to Ships of the Sea Maritime Museum in historic Savannah, Georgia. We are delighted that you are considering bringing your students to explore Savannah’s rich maritime history.
Located in the historic William Scarbrough House, the museum features maritime artifacts, ship models, historic period rooms, and beautiful gardens. Our educational programs introduce students to the stories of shipbuilding, navigation, trade, and coastal life through guided interpretation and hands-on learning experiences.
Programs are available for elementary, middle, and high school students, and can be adapted to support classroom learning objectives in history, social studies, science, art, and maritime studies.
We look forward to welcoming your students and helping them discover the fascinating world of maritime history.
Warm regards,
Valerie Granzow
Manager of Education and Interpretation
Ships of the Sea Maritime Museum
To request a school visit, please contact:
valeriegranzow@shipsofthesea.org
912-232-1511 ext. 1006

When inquiring about a visit, please include:
• Preferred visit date(s)
• School name
• Grade level
• Estimated number of students
• Estimated number of chaperones
• Any accessibility or special learning needs


[bookmark: Expect]The Student Experience
School programs at Ships of the Sea Maritime Museum typically last about two hours and include several rotating activity stations.
Students may explore:
• The historic William Scarbrough House and period rooms
• The museum’s collection of historic ship models and maritime artifacts
• Maritime stories about shipbuilding, trade, and navigation
• The museum’s historic gardens and their connection to global maritime trade
• Interactive learning activities designed for the group’s age level
Groups usually rotate through 2–4 activity stations, with each session lasting approximately 25–40 minutes depending on group size and grade level.
Programs may be adapted when possible to support classroom learning objectives.
Additional teacher resources and suggested pre- or post-visit materials may be available upon request.

	

[bookmark: Lunch]Lunch & Garden Use
School groups are welcome to enjoy lunch in the museum’s garden area, weather permitting.
Please note:
• Food and drinks are not allowed inside the museum galleries.
• Students must remain supervised by teachers or chaperones while in the garden.
• Please help keep the garden clean by disposing of all trash after lunch.
If weather affects outdoor lunch plans, museum staff will assist with alternative arrangements when possible.

[bookmark: Planning]Planning Your Visit
Group Size
School visits typically accommodate up to 40 students per program session to ensure an engaging and manageable experience.
Groups larger than this may still be accommodated, but must be arranged in advance with museum staff to ensure proper scheduling and staffing.
Program Length
Most school programs last approximately two hours, allowing students to rotate through multiple learning stations throughout the museum.
Admission
Students (K–12): $11 per student
Adults / chaperones: $11 per adult
Savannah–Chatham County Public Schools
Admission for SCCPSS student groups is free of charge.
Complimentary Chaperones
Each school group visit includes two complimentary chaperone admissions.
Additional adults beyond the two complimentary chaperones are admitted at the standard group rate of $11 per person.
Booking Timeline
To ensure program availability and staffing, we recommend booking 4–6 weeks in advance, especially during peak field-trip seasons.
Accessibility
As a historic property, some areas of the museum may have accessibility limitations. Please notify staff of any mobility, sensory, or learning needs when booking so appropriate accommodations can be arranged.
Arrival & Bus Parking
Arrival and bus parking instructions will be provided after your visit is scheduled to ensure a smooth check-in process for your group.
[bookmark: Etiquette]Museum Etiquette
To protect the museum’s historic spaces and collections, we ask that teachers review the following guidelines with students before arrival.
Students should:
• Use quiet voices inside the museum
• Walk at all times (no running)
• Stay with their assigned group and chaperone
• Do not touch artifacts unless instructed by museum staff
• Follow directions from museum educators and staff
Food, drinks, and gum are not allowed in museum galleries.
Large backpacks should remain on the bus or in designated storage areas.

[bookmark: Responsibilities]Teacher & Chaperone Responsibilities
Teachers and chaperones are responsible for supervising students at all times during the visit.
Please:
• Assign students to specific chaperones before arrival
• Maintain supervision during museum rotations and garden time
• Ensure students follow museum guidelines and staff instructions
The museum reserves the right to address behavior that may put collections or visitors at risk.

[bookmark: Photography]Photography
Photography is welcome during your visit.
• Flash photography is permitted.
• Photos should be for personal or educational use only.
• Tripods and commercial photography require prior permission.
[bookmark: Payment]
Payment & Final Headcount
To ensure proper staffing and scheduling, the museum requires a final confirmed headcount and payment at least one week before the scheduled visit.
Your final headcount must include:
• All students
• All chaperones (including the two complimentary chaperones)
This final number determines program staffing and billing.
Schools will receive an invoice through Square, which may be paid:
• Online by credit card
• By check mailed to the museum
Payment and final headcount confirmation must be received no later than one week before your scheduled visit.
Additional visitors may be admitted on the day of the visit if space allows, but advance payment is strongly preferred. 

[bookmark: Cancellation]Cancellation & Rescheduling
If you need to cancel or reschedule your visit, please contact the museum as soon as possible.
Cancellations made at least 72 hours before the scheduled visit may be eligible for a refund or rescheduling.
Late cancellations may not be refundable due to staffing and scheduling commitments.
Weather-related rescheduling will be handled on a case-by-case basis.




[bookmark: Checklist]Teacher Checklist
Before your visit:
✔ Confirm your final student and chaperone headcount
✔ Submit final numbers and payment one week before your visit
✔ Review museum etiquette with students
✔ Assign students to specific chaperones
✔ Bring any required medications and emergency contact information
✔ Inform the museum of lunch plans or accessibility needs
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